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A once sleepy West Coost beoch town wakes up

By Allsaw McCarrtiy

Sanca Cruz has developed 2 repuratica amoog
certain Californians as 2 dased surf sown visiced
almoas: exclusively by beach bums and tourists.
But 1 Joe has changed over the past few years
annd the locale is now attracting creatives, small-
business ownens, and artisans seeking inspiring
evnvirams andd 3 mare bid-back lifaryle

“Santa Cruz has this Shangri-La mystique,”
says Colby Barr, wha launched Verve Colfee
Roasters [vervecoffee.com) with Ryan
ODoacvan in thetr bedoved homesown back in
2007, saiaring a real need for expertly crafred,
local, arnsanal peoducrs. “People settle here for
qualinyof-life reasons.” he says “You mix char
with a Jong histocy of thinkers and artises, a top
research university and the proximicy to Silicon
Valley, and you have something specal.”

They're not the caly locals making ther
wark with custic-chic new shops, studio spaces
anud cales, Former The N Yark Times reporter
Sonia McMocan (who regulatly wrote abou
ineetioes) apenad Home/Work (shophomewark.
<combh a modern bohemian shop of carefully
curated pifis and housewares, including Lili
Arnold cacous prines and clay-and-macrame
planters by Mendecino arrist Jason Sanovich.
*Sanra Cruz's passion to shop small and Jocal
led me 1o open miy shop here,” she says.

About a mile away in downeown Sarea Crux
is Agency (shopugencyhame.com), a design store

with a Scandinavian sensibility and the second
rerail space from Jomgtime residents and husband
and-wife duo Pever James and Linnaca Holgers
James. “Santa Cruz has stepped up its game
with shops and restaurans,” says Linmaea To
thae effect, Peter sells his own line of handerafred
Furniture called Telogenic Califarnia, and the
shop iy the West Ceant dealer of Christiania
Bikes from Denmark, Also dewotown i the
nearby Abbott Square (bbotisquarc.ong), &
brand-new community plazs and markeiplice
wirh an emphasis on public ars, free concens,
maker workshops, elevared Califomia cuisine
and craft cockrails.

While hotels like Dream lan (from
$199 per night, dreaminnsantacruz.com)
and Hotel Paradox (from $349 per nighs
hoeelparadoxcom) may il draw wuriss from
all ower the country, they vwe updated their looks
with maltimillicn-dollar renovarions to reflect

the refined tastes of the Jocal community.
Dream Fnn, made over by Oukland archiexture
fiem Arcsine, is a mod ned w0 surl legend Jack
O'Nall with cussom surfbeands alongssde «
handerafred raw-edge maple-wood rable in the
lobbyy while S F.-based design studio ODADA
updared Hoeel Paradox with hixe pool cabanas
and decor inspired by coastal redwoods. Leave
the boardwalk and che pier for the tourists and
discover the cultured side of Sanea Cruz inszead.



